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480 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

on the American Isthmus was at Nicaragua, in 1837, under the lead of 
Horatio Allen, the engineer of the original Croton Aqueduct; while our 
latest was that under the lead of Warner Miller, in 1889, who, after spend- 
ing millions of dollars in preliminary construction work, became bankrupt 
in the panic of 1893. For ten years after the latter date, the Nicaragua 
route had many advocates, but it was finally abandoned in favor of Panama 
because an opportunity to acquire the unfinished Trench canal at the lower 
Isthmus made the Panama route seem the more economical and expeditious. 
There is no thought of making another canal, at least at the present 
time. The purpose of securing the right of way is to prevent anybody else 
from making one which would be a rival of our own at Panama, as well 
as to enable ourselves to make one if at any time in the future it should 
seem desirable to do so. — Editor.] 



WHO'S CHOICE? 

Sib, — The North American Review appeals to me as no other paper 
in the whole country, and yet I do not believe its prophetic editor, Mr. 
Harvey, has been entirely fair with our present Administration. Although; 
I enjoy his articles even as much as those written by Kentucky's own Henry 
Watterson, still I feel that President Wilson's Administration has not mis- 
carried far enough by any means to warrant the opposition of so distin- 
guished an editor as Mr. Harvey. I am trusting that he will see that there 
is surely nothing to be gained by following the choice of one Teddy. 

B. W. Baker. 

Hazard, Kt. 

A BETTER MAN FOR 1916 

Sir, — You have been very fortunate in your selecting of candidates for 
Presidency during the last four years. You gave us a good man in 1912 
and have given us a better man for 1916. 

Geo. F. Morss. 

Camden, N. Y. 



